p53 and prognosis in colorectal cancer.
The p53 tumour suppressor gene is found altered in the majority of colorectal adenocarcinomas. While these changes are believed to reflect underlying mechanisms of tumour development and progression, it is becoming increasingly clear that such changes may also reflect the macroscopic biological behaviour of the course of the disease. Knowledge of the p53 tumour suppressor gene status may therefore provide important prognostic information. This review examines some of the data that are beginning to show that p53 tumour suppressor gene status may be an important prognostic indicator.